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Never limit yourself 
because of others' 
limited imagination; 
never limit others 
because of your own 
limited imagination. 
— Mae C. Jemison 
SPRING 2016  2 
 
Internship 
SPOTLIGHT 
“The girls we work with are incredible, and each individual brings something new 
and unique to each group session. They've all taught me something different, and 
it's been an honor to work with them.” 
 
Emily interns at the YWCA of Dayton with Girls, Inc. out of their Teen Services 
department. Girls, Inc. is a program that works with youth girls and teaches them 
life skills and how to become 'smart, strong, and bold.' In her work, Emily visits 
different schools and helps conduct after school programs that teach girls about a 
variety of topics, such as reproductive health, dating safety, college and career 
prep, and social movements. She hopes to continue working with Girls, Inc. after 
graduating in the Fall. 
HANNAH HENDRIX 
Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies B.A. (2016)  
CHRISTINA LUIGGI 
English B.A. and Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Minor (2016)  
EMILY POWELL 
Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies B.A. (2016)  
“Right now is sort of an exciting [and] frustrating time to be working with Planned 
Parenthood—the prospect of losing all funding from the state isn't a pleasant one 
[…] As a student who is pre-med in addition to my WGSS major, it has certainly 
influenced my ideas about what the American medical system needs.” 
 
Hannah interns at Planned Parenthood of Southwest Ohio as part of Dr. Judith 
Ezekiel’s Leadership & Action for Social Change course. Her primary project 
concerns health center advocacy. She has been gathering stories from patients 
about how the center has helped them or impacted their lives. Planned 
Parenthood uses these stories as testimonials and, if the individual chooses, they 
may tell their stories for Planned Parenthood campaigns or during legislative 
hearings.  
“The internship has been a fulfilling and challenging experience.  
Working with the Women's Center staff has shown me how vital their work is, and 
has made me appreciate each of them.” 
 
Christina works with Women’s Center Director Dr. Nicole Carter on activism 
projects and Women's Center programming. She plans and facilitates Speak 
Frankly Fridays and Pop-Up Activism events alongside another student volunteer. 
Christina is also working on annualizing the In Solidarity, We Resist art/activism 
program—a 2015 student artist-in-residence project. This process involves 
coordinating consent workshops, writing workshops, and a speakout. Christina is 
also currently working with WGSS Administrative Assistant Linda Morgan to 
design a Survivor Quilt. 
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Special 
TOPICS 
SUMMER 2016 
Andrea Harris 
WGS 3800/5800-A01 
Mostly silent at the end of the 20th century, 
zombie hordes can once again be heard moaning 
in movie theaters and living rooms across the 
United States. The revival of the zombie in 
American media has been traced to a shift in 
popular culture coinciding with the September 
11th attacks on the United States in 2001. In its 
bleak images of destruction, violence and human 
decay, we both recognize and fear the world in 
the contemporary zombie movie. Although 
attention has been given to the cultural 
significance of the zombie resurgence and what 
that resurgence tells us about the contemporary 
condition of humankind, analyses seldom take 
gender into account.  
This course is based on the premise that studying 
zombie texts can provide new insights into how 
we are socialized to understand our humanity and 
our place in 
the world, 
including 
the 
significance 
of gender, race, class, abilities, age and 
sexual orientation.  
By challenging our understanding of what it 
means to be human, zombie tales create fissures 
in the societal structure. Zombie tales have the 
potential to disrupt the patriarchal power 
structure by reordering society according to what 
is Other to human, rather than what is Other to 
man.  
We will be analyzing zombie texts from the 
standpoint of reception theory, adopting various 
readings as needed to explore how the selected 
texts may be participating in our gender 
socialization. We will spend our time in class 
viewing and discussing pre-selected zombie films 
and television programs. Students will have the 
opportunity to explore other types of zombie 
texts in their final argument papers. 
ZOMBIES AND GENDER IN POP CULTURE 
AMBER THACKER 
Women’s Studies B.A. (2016)  
“So far I have had an amazing experience interning at the Women’s Center.  
I find that the Women’s Center has a peaceful environment  
and the staff are very friendly.” 
 
Amber interns at the Women’s Center as part of Dr. Judith Ezekiel’s Leadership & 
Action for Social Change course. Her first project was to compare Wright State 
with other local universities regarding the availability of feminine hygiene 
products in restrooms. Amber also served as a technical aid for Dr. Ezekiel’s 
Reproductive Politics course exhibit in the Women’s Center. Currently, Amber is 
researching the role that pets play in cases of domestic violence. As part of her 
research, she is creating a pamphlet and a PowerPoint with information on 
domestic violence that will be available through the Women’s Center. 
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Dr. Judith Ezekiel 
WGS 4800/6800-01 & AFS 4990/6990-02 
People can and do change the world.  For many 
years, teachers and scholars located political 
change in the realm of electoral politics and the 
three branches of government, but today, the 
importance of social movements is 
acknowledged.  
The Civil Rights and Black emancipation movements are 
widely recognized as among the most important of these 
movements in US history. However, most accounts do 
not incorporate women’s roles or look at gender 
relations in these movements. This class will concentrate 
on Black emancipation movements and women's 
experiences and 
the social 
relations of the 
sexes within 
them.  
We will look at 
how movements 
begin, including 
what "raises 
consciousness," 
makes people become committed to change and then to 
rebel; how they organize; and the changes they bring 
about. Students will do research into the lives of 
important women activists. Through readings and films, 
students will hopefully get a feel for the "passionate 
politics" (Charlotte Bunch's term) of the times in ways 
that are relevant today. 
WOMEN, GENDER, AND BLACK FREEDOM 
MOVEMENTS 
Hope Jennings 
WGS 3200/5200-A01 & ENG 3430-A01 
This course introduces students to representative works 
by and about women across major literary periods, with 
primary focus on the 19th-21st century. Students will 
critically examine traditions in women’s writing, 
pervasive representations of women in literature, and 
the mutually constitutive relationship between language, 
literature, and identity.  
Assigned readings will be in Anglophone literatures and 
cover a multicultural range of works by women of 
diverse social backgrounds. This course fulfills any of the 
following WGSS elective categories: Humanities, 
Literature, Sexuality Studies, and Multicultural or 
International Perspectives.   
SURVEY OF WOMEN AND LITERATURE 
SUMMER 2016 
Dr. Nicole Carter 
WGS 4500/6500-01 & AFS 4990/6990-01 
The aim of this course is to critically examine key 
issues, assumptions, and debates in contemporary, 
Black Feminist Thought. It will situate contemporary 
Black feminist thought in a historical context.  
The course will be broken up into three sections: 
historical, contemporary, and ambiguities. The course 
will embrace and complicate feminist and anti-racist 
readings of gender and racial oppression by offering an 
intersectional reading of various topics. 
BLACK FEMINISMS 
Dr. Barbara Hopkins 
WGS 4200/6200-01 & EC 4460/6460-01 
This course provides a broad overview of feminist 
understanding of economic policy in a wide range of 
countries. It explains how economic policy can contribute 
to or compromise gender equality.  
Topics include: valuing women’s unpaid work, gender 
bias in public spending, tax policy, macroeconomic 
policy, regulation of globalization, environmental policy, 
property rights, population policies, and regulation of 
advertising and media. 
GENDER AND ECONOMIC POLICY IN  
INTERNATIONAL COMPARISON 
SPECIAL TOPICS FALL 2016 
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Dr. Jessica Penwell Barnett 
WGS 4700/6700-01 & SOC 4090/6090-03 
This class will introduce students to feminist qualitative 
methods used in the social sciences, including within 
sociology and gender studies. Qualitative research 
involves using non-statistical methods to make new 
discoveries about individuals and societies. These 
typically small-scale studies can employ a variety of 
approaches, including but not limited to: focus groups, 
interviews, oral histories, participant observation, and 
content analysis.  
We will explore reputable and seminal qualitative 
studies in the fields of sociology and gender studies and 
students will be exposed to the processes, benefits, and 
pitfalls of a wide range of qualitative research. We will 
also cover issues related to competing social theories, 
the role of the researcher, and ethical considerations 
throughout the semester.  
This course is a required capstone for WGSS majors 
electing not to do an internship in the spring. 
FEMINIST RESEARCH METHODS 
FALL 2016 
Andrea Harris 
WGS 3800/5800-01 
Alternative Visions of Motherhood is an exploration and 
examination of the contemporary construction and 
meaning of motherhood as an institution within 
patriarchy. Within the patriarchal institutionalization of 
motherhood, an impossible “ideal mother” has emerged, 
and the pressure on women to achieve this impossible 
ideal is excruciatingly intense. The ever-nurturing, 
always self-sacrificing, and endlessly devoted mother 
has become the standard by which many women 
measure themselves as parents and as women.  
“Mother” and “woman” are virtually synonymous. To be 
a woman and not be a mother is supremely suspect. Not 
only are women expected to be mothers, they are also 
expected to be certain types of mothers, to mother 
certain ways, and to always glorify the experience and 
institution of motherhood as the ultimate meaning of 
their lives. Mothers who speak critically of motherhood 
are ignored or condemned.  
It is within this 
sociopolitical 
context that we will 
do our work of 
critically examining 
the construction 
and meaning of 
motherhood within 
our society, our 
communities, and 
our lives. We will 
be reading and 
discussing diverse 
works from the perspectives of mothers whose 
experiences of motherhood fall outside the patriarchal 
construction of ideal motherhood.  
Students will be challenged to examine their personal 
relationships to motherhood, to analyze how their 
experiences and understanding of motherhood connect 
to the contemporary institution of motherhood, and to 
imagine alternative visions of motherhood. 
Dr. Patti Roberts 
WGS 4000-01 and UH 4000-01 
This course will address some of the intersecting theories 
(i.e., critical, feminist, queer, crip, etc.) and 
interdisciplinary perspectives within the field of Feminist 
Disability Studies, which examines dis/ability, disability 
as difference, and dis/ability as a relationship of 
differential privilege and power, and suggests that dis/
ability, as a social construct, is mediated by issues of 
age, class, ethnicity, gender, race and sexuality.  
We’ll explore postmodern semiotic representations of 
individuals with disabilities and examine alternative 
reflections of and by individuals with disabilities which 
revolutionize these views. Students will be expected to 
demonstrate an understanding of the intersections of 
disability to age, class, ethnicity, gender, race and 
sexuality; explain how attitudes/beliefs about disability 
and gender may impact personal and various theoretical 
views of disability, sexuality, the body, etc.; and, 
through a social justice framework, examine the complex 
interplay of cultural and political forces on gender and 
disability in the concerns, issues and experiences of 
individuals with disabilities. 
SHIFTING SELVES – FEMINIST DISABILITY 
STUDIES (HONORS) 
ALTERNATIVE VISIONS OF MOTHERHOOD 
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UNDERGRADUATE & GRADUATE COURSES 
SUMMER 2016 
CRN Department Course Name Day Time Instructor 
46760 WGS 2000-A90 
Intro to Women & Gender 
Studies 
TBA Web Only Andrea Harris 
46761 WGS 2000-C01 
Intro to Women & Gender 
Studies 
TBA Web Only Lucy Flowers 
46762 
46767 
46838 
WGS 3200-A01 
WGS 5200-A01 
ENG 3430-A01 
Survey of Women & 
Literature 
TR 1:30 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. Hope Jennings 
46763 
46768 
41977 
WGS 3200-A02 
WGS 5200-A02 
SOC 3610-A01 
Sociology of Gender TR 9:50 a.m. – 1:20 p.m. Julianne Weinzimmer 
46765 
46770 
WGS 3800-A01 
WGS 5800-A01 
Zombies & Gender in Pop 
Culture 
MTWR 11:40 a.m. – 1:20 p.m. Andrea Harris 
46766 
46771 
42546 
WGS 3800-A90 
WGS 5800-A90 
MP 3990-A90 
Women in Film TBA Web Only Nicole Richter 
46892 
46893 
46826 
46827 
WGS 4200-A01 
WGS 6200-A01 
EC 4450-A01 
EC 6450-A01 
Political Economy of 
Women 
TR 6:30 p.m. – 9:55 p.m. Zdravka Todorova  
44717 AFS 3990-A01 
Appalachia: Race and 
Gender 
TBA Web Only Theresa Myadze 
46701 
46704 
PLS 3260-B01 
PLS 5260-B01 
Black Women and Politics MW 4:40 pm – 8:05 pm Tracy Snipe 
45476 PSY 2110-A01 Human Sexuality MTWR 1:30 pm – 3:10 pm Corey Miller  
41882 PSY 2110-C90 Human Sexuality TBA Web Only Corey Miller 
45433 
46557 
SOC 4090-A02 
SOC 6090-A02 
Gender Issues & LGBT in 
Africa 
TR 6:30 pm – 9:55 pm Frank Eguaroje  
UNDERGRADUATE & GRADUATE COURSES 
FALL 2016 
CRN Department Course Name Day Time Instructor 
82473 WGS 2000-01 
HON: Intro to Women and 
Gender Studies 
TR 2:00 p.m. – 3:20 p.m. Judith Ezekiel 
82474 WGS 2000-02 
Intro to Women and 
Gender Studies 
TR 9:30 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. Taylr Ucker 
82475 WGS 2000-03 
Intro to Women and 
Gender Studies 
TR 11:00 a.m. – 12:20 p.m. Taylr Ucker 
82476 WGS 2000-04 
Intro to Women and 
Gender Studies 
TR 2:00 p.m. – 3:20 p.m. Taylr Ucker 
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UNDERGRADUATE & GRADUATE COURSES 
FALL 2016 
CRN Department Course Name Day Time Instructor 
82477 WGS 2000-05 
Intro to Women and 
Gender Studies 
TR 12:30 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.   Emily Yantis 
82478 WGS 2000-06 
Intro to Women and 
Gender Studies 
MWF 1:25 p.m. – 2:20 p.m. Roselyn Banda 
82479 WGS 2000-07 
Intro to Women and 
Gender Studies 
TR 5:00 p.m. – 6:20 p.m. Gina Giardina 
82480 WGS 2000-90 
Intro to Women and 
Gender Studies 
TBA WEB ONLY  Lucy Flowers 
82481 WGS 2000-91 
Intro to Women and 
Gender Studies 
TBA WEB ONLY Lucy Flowers 
82482 WGS 2000-92 
Intro to Women and 
Gender Studies 
TBA WEB ONLY Jennifer Money 
82485 WGS 3000-01 
Introduction to Sexuality 
Studies 
TR 12:30 p.m. – 1:50 p.m. 
Jessica Penwell 
Barnett 
83314 
83459 
WGS 3200-01 
ENG 3430-01 
Survey of Women and 
Literature 
TR 12:30 p.m. – 1:50 p.m. Kelli Zaytoun 
82483 
77410 
80180 
WGS 3200-02 
SOC 3610-02 
SOC 5610-01 
Sociology of Gender TR 9:30 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. Julianne Weinzimmer 
83315 
83316 
WGS 3200-03 
HST 3800-01 
U.S. Women’s History MWF 1:25 p.m. – 2:20 p.m. Nancy Garner 
82735 WGS 3500-01 SRV: Feminist Activism TR 11:00 a.m. – 12:20 p.m. Andrea Harris  
82490 WGS 3600-01 Feminist Theory W 4:40 p.m. – 7:20 p.m. Hope Jennings 
82873 WGS 3700-01 
Research Methods in 
Liberal Arts 
MWF 
3:35 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Mixed-Mode 
Nicole Carter 
82486 
82496 
WGS 3800-01 
WGS 5800-01 
Alternative Visions of 
Motherhood 
TR 9:30 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. Andrea Harris 
82492 
93405 
WGS 4000-02 
UH 4000-04 
Shifting Selves: Feminist 
Disability Studies 
TR 12:30 p.m. – 1:50 p.m. Patti Roberts 
81472 
WGS 6000-01 
WGS 4000-01 
SOC 4091-01 
SOC 6091-01  
Pop Culture: Race, 
Gender, Sex 
TR 2:00 p.m. – 3:20 p.m. Julianne Weinzimmer 
82733 
82501 
83468 
83471 
WGS 4200-01 
WGS 6200-01 
EC 4460-01 
EC 6460-01 
Gender and Economic 
Policy 
in International 
Comparison  
MW 5:00 p.m. – 6:20 p.m. Barbara Hopkins 
83308 
83311 
83251 
83027 
WGS 4500-01 
WGS 6500-01 
AFS 4990-01 
AFS 6990-01 
 Black Feminisms TR 3:30 p.m. – 4:50 p.m. Nicole Carter 
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82822 
82823 
83310 
83312 
WGS 4700-01 
WGS 6700-01 
SOC 4090-03 
SOC 6090-03 
Feminist Research 
Methods 
TR 9:30 a.m. – 10:50 a.m. 
Jessica Penwell 
Barnett 
82493 
82499 
70029 
83592 
WGS 4800-01 
WGS 6800-01 
AFS 4990-02 
AFS 6990-02 
Women, Gender & Black 
Freedom Movements: 
1945 to Present 
T 5:00 p.m. – 7:40 p.m. Judith Ezekiel 
82316 
82317 
HST 4830-01 
HST 6830-01 
U.S. Women’s History to 
1880 
MWF 3:35 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Nancy Garner 
74274 PSY 2210-01 Human Sexuality TR 3:30 p.m. – 4:50 p.m. Corey Miller 
78754 PSY 2210-02 Human Sexuality MWF 10:10 a.m. – 11:05 a.m. Corey Miller 
72555 SOC 3620-01 Race and Ethnicity TR 11:00 a.m. – 12:20 p.m. Julianne Weinzimmer 
PREVIEW OF UNDERGRADUATE & GRADUATE COURSES 
SPRING 2017 
Department Course Name Instructor 
WGS 2000-01 HON: Intro to Women & Gender Studies Andrea Harris 
WGS 2000-02 Intro to Women & Gender Studies Taylr Ucker 
WGS 2000-03 Intro to Women & Gender Studies Taylr Ucker 
WGS 2000-04 Intro to Women & Gender Studies Taylr Ucker 
WGS 2000-05 Intro to Women & Gender Studies Kathleen Kollman 
WGS 2000-06 Intro to Women & Gender Studies Gina Giardina 
WGS 2000-90 Intro to Women & Gender Studies Lucy Flowers 
WGS 2000-91 Intro to Women & Gender Studies Lucy Flowers 
WGS 2000-92 Intro to Women & Gender Studies Jennifer Money 
WGS 3000-01 Introduction to Sexuality Studies Emily Yantis 
WGS 3050-01 Gays and Lesbians in Film Michelle Metzner 
WGS 3200-01 
URS 3100-01 
Women and the American City Marjorie McClellan 
WGS 3250-01 
WGS 5200-01 
AFS 3800-01 
PLS 3990-01 
PLS 5990-01 
Privilege: Race, Class, Gender, Nation Judith Ezekiel 
WGS 3500-01 SRV: Feminist Activism Nicole Carter 
WGS 3700-01 Research Methods in Liberal Arts Jessica Penwell Barnett 
WGS 4000-01 
WGS 6000-01 
ENG 4430-01 
 Feminist Science Fiction Hope Jennings 
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Department Course Name Instructor 
WGS 4200-01 
WGS 6200-01 
SOC 4640-01 
SOC 6640-01 
Gender & Sexuality: Global Issues Julianne Weinzimmer 
WGS 4900-01 SRVI: Leadership & Action for Social Change Judith Ezekiel 
WGS 7200-01 
ENG 7140-01 
Women’s Studies: Theory and Literature Kelli Zaytoun 
WGS 7200-02 
HUM 7100-01 
Apocalypse in Contemporary Literature and Film  Hope Jennings 
PREVIEW OF UNDERGRADUATE & GRADUATE COURSES 
SPRING 2017 
Program 
AWARDS + SCHOLARSHIPS 
THE BRAIN’S BODY: 
Neuroscience and 
Corporeal Politics  
By: Dr. Victoria Pitts-Taylor  
2016 (Non-fiction) 
Dr. Victoria Pitts-Taylor brings feminist and critical theory to bear on new development in neuroscience to 
demonstrate how power and inequality are materially and symbolically entangled with neurobiological 
bodies. Dr. Pitts-Taylor moves beyond debates over nature and nurture to address the politics of plastic, 
biosocial brains. She highlights the potential of research into poverty's effects on the brain to reinforce 
certain notions of poor subjects and to justify particular forms of governance, while her queer critique of 
kinship research demonstrates the limitations of hypotheses based on heteronormative assumptions. 
READING 
HANNAH HENDRIX 
Outstanding Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Major  
CARLY PERKINS 
Gertrude Chasens Outstanding Community Leadership Scholarship 
MICHAEL PERKINS 
Outstanding Women's Studies Minor (English B.A.)  
JANICE SIKON 
Perry Moore Scholarship 
ABIGAIL SORENSEN 
Outstanding Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Graduate Student (Masters of Humanities)  
GINA VENANZI 
Outstanding Sexuality Studies Minor (Psychology B.S.)  
Recommended 
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Student 
SPOTLIGHT 
KHADIJA KIRKSEY 
College of Liberal Arts 
Outstanding Undergraduate Student in Women’s Studies  
Khadija began her 
undergraduate career 
at Wright State in 
summer 2012 as a French major. However, after 
attending Dr. Kelli Zaytoun’s WMS 200 course 
and becoming acquainted with WSU’s Women’s 
Center, she quickly developed an interest in the 
field. She was struck by how Women’s Studies 
provided her with the language to eloquently 
describe her experiences of marginalization, as 
well as her position as a black, queer woman, 
and then-homeless youth in society.  
After changing her major to Women’s Studies, 
Khadija adopted a dual major in International 
Studies with a Global Gender Track, due to her 
interest in further exploring transnational 
feminism. As she explains, “I wanted to focus 
on the African Diaspora, and most 
particularly on French-speaking Africa.” 
Throughout the years, Khadija has been highly 
involved on campus. She has acted as a resident 
assistant, has served as the president of the 
Rainbow Alliance, and has worked as an Office 
Assistant for the Women’s Studies—now Women, 
Gender, and Sexuality Studies (WGSS)—
program, during which time she started the 
Gender Based Violence Task Force and worked to 
engender an environment of inclusivity on 
campus. 
Khadija has also worked as the office manager 
for the Office of Student Activities, and is 
currently the president of her sorority, the 
Epsilon Chi chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
Incorporated. She is also one of the four faces of 
the College of Liberal Arts, and has appeared in 
many of the advertisements and marketing for 
the WGSS program in this role. 
This summer, Khadija will begin her graduate 
career at WSU as a student of Business 
Administration in the Finance track. She aims to 
work with social capital and social 
entrepreneurship, and is ultimately interested in 
tackling the issue of how to create “ethical 
consumers and increase ethical practices 
within [our] capitalist framework.” 
Khadija’s drive to act as a force of intersectional 
feminist change in her environment will 
doubtlessly continue to influence her work as a 
student, a poet, and a member of the global 
community. “I am a physical embodiment of 
my theory,” she says. “Now I have to also be 
the praxis.” 
Khadija Kirksey is a dual major in Women’s Studies and International 
Studies (Global Gender Track) with a minor in French. She will graduate in 
spring 2016 and will continue on at Wright State to earn her master’s 
degree in Business Administration. 
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Women’s History Month 
For Women’s History Month this year were honored to welcome  
Dr. Victoria Pitts-Taylor to Wright State as our scholar-in residence.  
Dr. Pitts-Taylor is the Professor and Chair of Feminist, Gender and 
Sexuality Studies and a Professor of Science in Society and Sociology at 
Wesleyan University. While on campus, Dr. Pitts-Taylor held a discussion 
of her book In the Flesh: the Cultural Politics of Body Modification with 
students, faculty, and staff at the Women’s Center. She also spoke to the 
students of Dr. Barnett's and Dr. Jenning’s WGSS courses.  
In her keynote address, Dr. Pitts-Taylor discussed part of her work in her 
recently published book, The Brain’s Body: Neuroscience and Corporeal 
Politics (see p. 9). She spoke about the nature of human kinships and 
the manner in which sociocultural feminist theories and neuroscientific 
theories can be merged in order to queer traditional, essentialist 
understandings of kinships, and create a more nuanced and accurate 
picture of how we as humans relate to one another.  
RECAP 
Quilt Show 
RECAP 
This year’s Quilt Show, Celebrating Quilt Stories, featured special 
exhibits including miniature quilts, art quilts, memorial quilts, and 
yarn arts. Classes and presentations included an exhibit of historical 
costumes by professional historical dressmaker Angela Reichelderfer, 
Ogling Fibre with the Jafagirls: A Community Activism through Fiber 
Arts Presentation by Nancy Mellon and Corrine Bayraktaroglu, and a 
Dayton Landmark Quilts Exhibit by the Miami Valley Art Quilt Network.  
This year’s keynote address, Layering Stories of Value and Women’s 
Labor through Quilting, was delivered by Dr. Sirisha Naidu, Professor 
of Economics at 
Wright State.  
Dr. Naidu discussed traditional economic understandings of 
women’s labor and how women’s quilting challenges these notions 
through its incorporation of care and creativity into an expression 
of labor.   
We are pleased to note that through the silent auction of ten 
quilts and the sale of various forms of fabric arts, the Quilt Show 
raised over two thousand dollars for the Women, Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies Program Scholarship Fund. 
 
The John Crawford Quilt was crafted by 
Quilt Artist Gail Cyan. 
This tumbling block quilt was a community effort completed by 
over fifty individuals, some who had never sewn before. 
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Can you tell us about your educational 
background? 
I’m originally from the South, and my bachelor’s degree 
is from Clemson University [as is] my master’s degree, 
and then I have a Ph.D. from the University of Georgia—
all my degrees are in English.  
I had been interested in literature and loved to read and 
write as a child. When I was in high school I wrote a 
research paper on the Harlem Renaissance, and I really 
enjoyed doing the research related to that. And years 
later, when I was Ph.D. student at the University of 
Georgia, I took a seminar on the Harlem Renaissance 
and ended up doing additional work on [it] and so that’s 
one of my areas [of research]. 
Can you tell us about your other areas of research 
and why you decided to pursue these topics? 
When I was a student I took courses on American 
literature and British literature, and as I started to go 
through the [Ph.D.] program we had to pick three areas 
of specialty, and my areas were American literature to 
1900, 20th century American literature, and African 
American literature.  
I had been interested in the role of women writers, 
particularly women writers who, for many years, had not 
received the same amount of attention as many male 
writers. One of the areas that I’ve done a lot of work on 
is focusing on women who were writing during the 
Harlem Renaissance period of the early 1900s, whose 
work I felt needed to be addressed more. I look at 
representations of gender, race, and socioeconomic 
class in their works, and how attitudes about race, class, 
and gender affected how their works were received and 
interpreted. 
What are you pursuing now in terms of your 
research? 
I have continued over the years to research writers such 
as Zora Neale Hurston, Jessie Fauset, Dorothy West, 
and Alice Dunbar-Nelson, who was married to Paul 
Laurence Dunbar. Currently, in addition to the work that 
I’m doing on Zora Neale Hurston, I’m involved with the 
[conference] The Sultans of Swing: 100 Years of 
Baseball, Jazz, and Short Fiction, and so that’s been 
connecting with my teaching and my research. I plan to 
give a presentation at the conference in April, and I’m 
going to be looking at the depiction of baseball in fiction 
by Alice Dunbar-Nelson, as well as the depiction of jazz 
in the fiction of writers such as Dorothy West, Langston 
Hughes, and Gwendolyn Bennett.  
In April I’m also going to be travelling to Houston, Texas 
to give a presentation at the College Language 
Association convention on the work of Jacqueline 
Woodson, her book Brown Girl Dreaming, and the 
writings of Langston Hughes.  
What led you to become a professor? Was it 
something you always wanted to pursue? 
When I was an undergraduate student I became 
interested in the idea of going to graduate school, and I 
really saw the kind of changes and transformations that 
faculty could instill in students. So I applied to graduate 
school and was awarded an assistanceship while I was 
 Faculty 
SPOTLIGHT 
SHARON LYNETTE JONES, PH.D. 
Professor of English Language and Literatures  
Dr. Sharon Jones has been a member of the Wright State community since 2003. 
During her time at WSU, Dr. Jones has taught courses on literary study, the Harlem 
Renaissance, African American and American literature throughout history, as well as 
courses on various African American authors, such as Alice Walker and Toni Morrison. 
She has authored two books on Harlem Renaissance writers Zora Neale Hurston, Jessie 
Fauset, and Dorothy West, and has edited and contributed to the book Critical 
Insights: Zora Neale Hurston. Beginning this fall, Dr. Jones will  serve as the Director 
of WSU’s African and African American Studies program. 
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working on my master’s degree. That assistanceship 
involved teaching, and I found that I enjoyed it.  
I found that I enjoyed it so much because not only was 
I teaching, but I also felt that in the context of teaching 
texts I was learning to understand [them] better. I 
thought, wow, this is really a great job where I get to 
read books and talk about books and have discussions. 
And so that’s where I started, and then after I got my 
master’s degree I taught as an instructor full time for a 
while and then went back to get my Ph.D.  
When I was a Ph.D. student I worked as a research 
assistant for faculty at the University of Georgia, and I 
enjoyed that very much. So I found that I enjoyed 
teaching but then I also enjoyed research—one of the 
things I like about [WSU] is getting to do teaching and 
research and service. 
We don’t often discuss the nature of research 
assistantships in English Ph.D. programs. Could 
you talk a bit about what your experience was 
like? 
When I was admitted into the Ph.D. program at the 
University of Georgia they had teaching 
assistanceships, but they also had some that were 
designated as research assistanceships. I was a 
research assistant for professors who had expertise 
relevant to American or African American literature.  
A lot of times it involved finding articles that were 
relevant to their research. I also worked for a professor 
who did a lot of work on 19th century American 
literature and abolitionist literature, and so I would go 
to the library for her and get on the microfilm and look 
at anti-slavery newspapers that were published in the 
1800s, looking for specific things that related to anti-
slavery causes or anti-slavery ideas.  
So I learned a lot about American literature and the 
abolitionist movement from actually getting an 
opportunity to look at those newspapers. I got exposure 
[...] I got to see more about what that level of research 
was like.  
What do you hope your students take away from 
your classes? 
I hope that they’re enthusiastic about literature and 
reading and writing and exploring new ways of looking 
at texts. I hope that they learn how to look at the world 
around us in terms of the past and contemporary 
experiences, and that they take these skills and apply 
them to other classes and other aspects of their lives. 
And then I hope that they continue to read even after 
the class, reading things that they’re not required to 
read but that they’re interested in. 
TAYLR UCKER 
Adjunct Instructor for Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies  
Taylr Ucker has been a member of the Wright State community since 2012 when she 
began her graduate work here as a Humanities student with a focus on Women’s 
Studies. Taylr has been an instructor for the WGSS program since 2014, and currently 
teaches Intro to Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies.  
You did your graduate 
work here, and were 
the Outstanding 
Graduate Student for 
the Women Studies program in 2014, but can you 
tell us about your educational background apart 
from that? 
I started out at Ohio University and I did my 
undergraduate degree in communications. I was in the 
journalism school there and actually focused on public 
relations. So I was always interested in communications 
and words and language, and then I took my first WGS 
class there. Honestly, I thought it was going to be 
annoying. I wasn’t immune to the negative stigma that 
surrounded feminism, but of course I fell in love with it.  
I actually took more classes for my WGS certificate 
there than I did for my major, and I just started 
focusing on WGS. Then when I graduated I felt lost. I 
didn’t want to do a marketing job, so I decided to look 
for a graduate program and I found that [at WSU] you 
could complete a master’s in humanities and focus on 
Women’s Studies, so that’s what I did.  
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What are your key areas of research? 
My focus has always been social media and critical 
media literacy. Once I started assisting with classes and 
helping teach, I tried to merge communications, social 
media, and public relations, with WGS and with 
teaching. 
I completed my graduate thesis on critical media 
literary and memes on social media, and I still focus on 
that. But I have started to venture out now, and am 
really interested in researching and learning more about 
violence against people of color, specifically Native 
Americans, with a focus on masculinity, as well as how 
the State often serves to further marginalize certain 
groups of people. 
What has your teaching experience been like thus 
far? 
It was really weird being twenty-four when I started 
teaching. There were definitely some different power 
dynamics, which are already there in a feminist 
classroom, but for students to recognize that I was their 
instructor, not their graduate assistant, and not a TA, 
was an interesting experience.  
So far I’ve taught the WGSS intro course. It’s been the 
same course every time, but I’ve altered how I’ve done 
it a little bit each time. I’ve been playing with how to 
integrate students and their knowledge more, and 
getting more out of talking about their real life 
experiences. I also try to focus more on race and 
poverty and emphasize intersectionality to get the 
students to recognize that [the course] isn’t just about 
women in the general sense of the term. 
What sparked your desire to become an 
instructor? 
I think when I was younger I had interest in teaching, 
but I never saw teaching as anything outside of K-12. 
In my mind it was either be a K-12 teacher or nothing. 
So once I was in grad school and I discovered that 
there was way more to it than that—you didn’t have to 
get a Ph.D. necessarily to be an instructor at a college—
then I thought, I can study the things I love, and keep 
researching and reading and writing while also 
teaching.  
I didn’t know I wanted to “be a teacher” until I started 
getting into the classroom in terms of being a GA for 
humanities and I started working with Dr. Jennings and 
seeing what that could be like—what it was like to teach 
people about these things I was passionate about, and 
see that change in them. To have them come up to me 
and say “you changed my mind on this topic,” or “you 
made me a feminist,” or “now I’m changing my major 
to WGSS;” that’s amazing to me and it’s something I 
never want to leave. 
Do you think you’ll go on to get a Ph.D. in the 
future? 
That’s my plan. So I mentioned all these different 
research areas that I like. I think I need to do more of 
that research and reading and writing and see where I 
can fit and where I can not get exhausted. I want to 
move on to something new, but until I discover what 
that is I think I’ll stay here at the master’s level. 
Right now I’m just loving what I’m doing. I love Wright 
State; I love the ability to work with such a diverse 
group of students in terms of age and culture and 
family—people in my night class have had to bring their 
kids before and I think that’s amazing for them to have 
that support. This type of university serves so many 
people that maybe wouldn’t get that education 
somewhere else. 
What do hope your students will take away from 
your classes? 
I always tell them that they don’t have to leave being 
feminists. Of course I would love for them to, but I 
don’t want to cheapen what that means. I don’t want to 
cheapen what it means to believe in equality or fight for 
equality, because you get a lot of people saying “if you 
think men and women deserve the same treatment 
then, hey, you’re a feminist.” There’s so much more to 
it than that, and there’s so much more to social justice.  
So, from my class, I just want students to think 
critically and judge less. I want them to truly look 
intersectionally at social justice and be more 
compassionate and understand each other better.  
FA S T  FAC T  
The world’s first novel, The 
Tale of Genji, was published 
in Japan around A.D. 1000 by 
female author Murasaki 
Shikibu.  
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